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Welcome to 
the East Coast 

of Ireland
We have designed this with you the traveller 
in mind and we hope to provide you with a 
comprehensive easy to follow guide to the 
East Coast from the wondrous Causeway 
coastline  to Dublin and all its history and down 
to quaint villages and beautiful views of the 
sunny south east and everything in between.

The East Coast Guide is divided into a county 
by county sections.  We will have a useful 
county map, highlighting all cities.  

We will recommend things to do and 
see along the way. 

Abbey�eld Farm, Celbridge Road, Clane, Co. Kildare

Ashford Self Catering, Rossana, Ashford, Co. Wicklow

Athenaeum House Hotel, Waterford, Co Waterford
The Athenaeum House Hotel, a lovingly restored 17th century 4 **** 
Georgian Manor House Hotel set on the banks of the River Suir 
overlooking Waterford City.  Athenaeum House Hotel’s top-class 
food, al fresco dining terrace, private grounds and breath taking 
views overlooking the twinkling lights of Waterford make for a 
unique alternative to the conventional hotel when you are touring 
the South East

Avon Ri lakeshore Resort & Adventure Centre, Burgage, Blessington, Co. 
Wicklow

Awesome Walls Climbing Centres, Unit 6 North Park Business Park, Finglas, 
Dublin 11.

Ballindoolin House, Edenderry, Co. O�aly

Ballymore Historic Features, Ballymore, Co. Carlow

Brook Lodge, The Brooklodge, Macreddin Village, Co. Wicklow

Burtown House & Gardens, Burtown Little, Athy, Co. Kildare

Carlow Brewing Co., Royal Oak Road, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow

Clonfert Pet Farm, Clonfert, Maynooth, Co. Kildare

Dalkey Castle, Castle Street, Dalkey, Co. Dublin

Dunbrody Famine Ship Experience & Restaurant, The Quay, New Ross, Co. Wexford
Take a unique trip and travel in time with a tour at the Dunbrody 
Famine Ship Experience & Restaurant. This striking Tall Ship is an 
exact replica of the vessel which carried thousands of famine 
emigrants to new lives in the US and Canada throughout the 
1840s as famine ravaged Ireland. On your journey you will discover 
the story of the famine emigrants through interactive exhibitions, 
film and performers who bring the story alive. A unique experience 
& memorable day for all of the family!

Kennedy Homestead, Dunganstown, New Ross, Co Wexford
Follow in the footsteps of one of the world’s most famous Irish 
emigrant families, The Kennedys. This inspiring rags to riches story 
that culminates in the rise from famine emigrant to President is 
told on the site of the old Kennedy Homestead and is still farmed 
by Kennedy family members today. A state of the art exhibition 
tracks the history and achievements of this iconic family. 

JFK Memorial Park & Arboretum, New Ross, Co. Wexford
Tel + 353 (051) 388171 | Open all Year (Closed Christmas Day)
Dedicated to the memory of John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 35th 
President of the USA, the arboretum was founded as a living 
tribute, by US citizens of Irish origin. The park covers 250 
hectares on the southern slopes of Slieve Coillte, and contains over 
4,500 types of trees and shrubs. The park is also home to a 
children's playground, a pony & trap and the family friendly JFK 
Tearooms serving delicious home cooked meals, ice-creams and cakes' 

Hidden Valley Park, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow

Huntington Castle, Clonegal, Co. Carlow

Jameson Visitor Centres Ireland, The Old Jameson Distillery, Bow Street, 
Smith�eld, Dublin 7

Kildare Maze, Prosperous, Naas, Co. Kildare

Leisure Max, Sinnotstown Lane, Drinagh, Co. Wexford

Malahide Castle, Malahide, Co. Dublin, 

Mermaid Arts Centre, Main Street, Bray, Co. Wicklow

Mount Congreve Estate, Kilmeadon, Co. Waterford

Moyvalley Hotel & Golf Club, Balyna Estate, Moyvalley, Co.Kildare

Battle of the Boyne Visitors Centre, Oldbridge, Co Meath
The Battle of the Boyne between King William & his father in law 
King James was fought on the 1st July 1690.  At Stake were the 
British throne, Frence dominace in Europe & religious power in 
Ireland.  Open all year.

Glendalough Visitors Centre, Co. Wicklow
Famous for its monastic site founded in the 6th Century.  It has 
a round tower, stone churches & numerous crosses.  Open all year.

Gibneys of Malahide, 6 New Street, Malahide, Co. Dublin

Bru na Boinne Visitor Centre, Donore, Co. Meath
Interprets the archaeological heritage of the Boyne Valley, including 
the megalithic tombs of Newgrange & Knowth, Open all year 
(except Christmas)

Maynooth Castle, Maymooth, Co. Kildare
A 13th Century castle, it boasts one of the largest keeps of its 
type in Ireland.  Open Late May – Early October | Wed – Sun & 
Bank Holidays.

Old Mellifont Abbey, Tullyallen,Drogheda, Co. Louth
Ireland’s first Cistercian monastery, its most unique features being 
its octagonal lavado c1200.  Open Late Jne-Late Sept Daily

Trim Castle, Trim, Co Meath
Largest Anglo-Norman castle in Ireland, Built by Hugh de Lacy in 
the 12th Century.  Open St Patricks W/End to October Daily, 
Nov-Mid March W/Ends only.

Hill of Tara, Navan, Co. Meath
Seat of the High Kings of Ireland, It was the most important 
centre of political & religious power in pre-Christian Ireland.  Open 
Mid May-Mid Sept Daily.

National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin 9
Open all Year (closed Christmas Day).  Located just 3 km from 
Dublin city centre, the Gardens are an oasis of calm and beauty, 
and entry is free (Parking €2).  A premier scientific institution, 
the gardens also contain the National Herbarium and several 
historic wrought iron glasshouses that have recently been restored. 

National Botanic Gardens, Kilmacurragh, Kilbride, Wicklow
Tel +353 (0404) 48844  | Open all Year (Closed Christmas Day)
Kilmacurragh was once the seat of the Acton family and is now an outpost 
of the National Botanic Gardens. The Queen Anne style house, designed by 
Sir William Robinson, dates from 1697, but is now a ruin. Kilmacurragh is 
famous for its conifers and rhododendrons.

St Enda’s Park and The Pearse Museum, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.
Tel + 353 (01) 493 4208  Open all Year except Christmas Day(Museum 
closed Tuesdays) St. Enda's is one of Dublin city's most charming and 
atmospheric parks, with riverside walks, waterfall and walled garden. 
It is also home to the Pearse Museum, home and school of the 
patriot Patrick Pearse (1879-1916). The park has a noteworthy 
collection of historic follies that have been restored.

Parnell Museum & Avondale House, Avondale House & Forest Park, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow
Avondale House and Forest Park has much to offer the visitor 
whether their interest is in Charles Stewart Parnell – ‘The 
Uncrowned King of Ireland’, the development of forestry in Ireland 
and the extensive collection of trees and shrubs from around the 
globe that can be seen in Avondale today.  It is also a great place 
to visit just to enjoy the unique beauty and peace of one of 
Wicklow’s outstanding historic estates.  The forest park is some 
214 hectares in extent and lies on the west bank of the Avonmore 
River.  Its miles of roads and forest trails offer endless variety to 
the walker, from the long open sweep of the Great Ride to the 
towering conifers on the banks of the Avonmore River.
Leave only footsteps, take only memories  
For further details visit www.Coillteoutdoors.ie 

Séamus Ennis Art Centre, Naul, Finglas, Co. Dublin
The most distinctive building in the rural idyll of Naul is The 
Séamus Ennis Arts Centre. This traditional thatched roofed 
cottage houses a gallery with ongoing Art exhibitions and the 
Centre’s intimate theatre has a jam packed schedule of folk, 
bluegrass, traditional Irish and contemporary gigs year round

Shackleton Exhibition, Irish Maritime Exhibitions, Ferry Terminal, Dun Laoghaire

Skerries Mills, Skerries, Co. Dublin

St Mullins Heritage Centre, St. Mullins, Via Kilkenny, Co. Carlow
St. Mullins is a picturesque rural community in South Carlow, 
nestling between the Blackstairs Mountains and Brandon Hill, on 
the banks of the river Barrow.  The award-winning Muintir na Tíre 
Heritage Centre  is located in a former Church of Ireland church 
built in 1811. Between January and May 2010, the fourth year 
studio at the School of Architecture at UCD designed and built a 
new exhibition to tell the townland's story and display the Centre's 
collection of artifacts. The Heritage Centre was officially re-opened 
on May 22nd, 2010.

In addition to the exhibition, which is open to the public, the 
Heritage Centre also welcomes genealogy queries relating to St. 
Mullins or the neighbouring parishes in Wexford and Kilkenny.

St. Patricks Cathedral, St. Patricks Close, Dublin 8

The Donegal Shop, 2nd Floor, St. Stephens Green Shopping Centre, Dublin 2

The Gaiety Theatre,  Sth King St, Dublin 2

The Haven Hotel, Edenderry, Co. Waterford.

The National Stud, Tully, Kildare Town, Co.Kildare

The Steam Museum & Lodge Park Walled Garden, Lodge Park, Stra�an, 
Co.Kildare

The Transport Museum, Howth Demense, Howth, Co. Dublin
The National Transport Museum in Howth Co. Dublin is totally 
voluntary organisation and registered charity. The collection is 
Ireland’s only comprehensive assembly of public and commercial 
road transport.  A century separates the oldest (1883) and 
newest exhibits which are complimented by a  display of small 
artefacts and photographs depicting the history of road 
transport in Ireland

Waterford Crystal, House of Waterford Crystal, The Mall, Waterford

Wells House, Ballyedmond, Gorey, Co. Wexford

White Sands Hotel, Coast Road, Portmarnock, Co. Dublin

Wicklow Historical Gaol, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
“Stop off for an unforgettable interactive journey through 
two centuries of Irish history…  Just 10 minutes off the main 
motorway, Wicklow’s Historic Gaol is one of the Garden County’s 
most renowned ‘must-do’ experiences.  The multi-media tour is 
perfect for families and includes holographic projections of 
cruel prison guards, lifelike audio from the 1798 rebellion and 
interaction with the notorious inmates.  Refuel at our charming 
café or use our picnic area to enjoy your packed lunch .  
www.wicklowshistoricgaol.com, 0404 61599”

  



County Antrim (named after the town of Antrim) 
is one of six counties that form Northern Ireland, 
situated in the north-east of the island of Ireland. 
Adjoined to the north-east shore of Lough 
Neagh, the county covers an area of 3,046 
square kilometres (1,176 sq mi) and has a popula-
tion of about 618,000. It is also one of the 
thirty-two traditional counties of Ireland and is 
within the historic province of Ulster.  The Glens 
of Antrim offer isolated rugged landscapes, the 
Giant's Causeway is a unique landscape and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, Bushmills produces whiskey, and Portrush is a popular 
seaside resort and night-life area. The majority of the capital city of Northern Ireland, 
Belfast, is also in County Antrim, with the remainder being in County Down.

Antrim

Louth Meath

Wicklow Useful Phone NumbersWexford

Down Dublin

Armagh Carlow

Kildare

TOP HOTELS & B&B’s
1.The Meadows - Cushendall  (Cushendall)
2.Premier Inn Carrickfergus    (Carrickfergus)
3.Inn on the Coast (Portrush)
4.Adelphi Portrush (Portrush)
5.Bayview Hotel (Portballintrae)
6.Galgorm Resort & Spa (Ballymena)
7.Bushmills Inn (Bushmills) 
8.Stable Court Lodging (Antrim)
9.Curran Court Hotel (Larne)
10. Ballyrobin Country Lodge (Aldergrove) 

TOP 10 HOTELS & B&B’s
1.  Rayanne House (Holywood) 
2.  Dufferin Coaching Inn (Killyleagh)
3.  Clandeboye Lodge Hotel (Bangor)
4.  Glassdrumman Lodge (Annalong)
5.  Briers Country House (Newcastle) 
6.  Downshire Arms Hotel (Banbridge)
7.  Canal Court Hotel (Newry) 
8.  Culloden Estate & Spa (Holywood) 
9.  Burrendale Hotel, Country Club & Spa
      (Newcastle)
10. Donard Hotel (Newcastle) 
 

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s
1.  Moyvalley Hotel & Golf Club, Kildare
2.  Carton House Hotel & Golf Club, Maynooth
3.  The Courtyard,  Leixlip
4.  The Kildare Hotel, Spa & Country Club, Straffan
5.  Lawlors Hotel, Naas 
6.  Osprey Hotel, Naas 
7.  The Keadeen Hotel, Newbrige
8.  Kilashee House Hotel, Naas
9.  Leixlip House Hotel, Leixlip
10. Leixlip Manor and Gardens, Leixlip
11. Glenroyal Hotel &Leisure Club, Maynooth

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s
1.  Scholars Townhouse Hotel, Drogheda 
2.  Bellingham Castle Hotel, Louth
3.  Crowne Plaza Hotel, Dundalk
4.  Carrick Dale Hotel, Dundalk
5.  Ballymascanlon House Hotel, Dundalk
6.  The D hotel,  Drogheda 
7.  Fairways Hotel, Dundalk
8.  The Glenside Hotel, Drogheda
9.  Westcourt hotel, Drogheda
10. Oystercatcher Lodge, Carlingford

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s
1.  Riverbank House Hotel, Wexford
2.  Talbot Hotel, Wexford 
3.  Whitford House Hotel Health 
      and Leisure Club, Wexford
4.  Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford
5.  Whites of Wexford
6.  The Drinagh Court Hotel, Drinagh
7.  Mapel Lodge, Castlebridge
8.  Birchwood House, Castlebridge
9.  Rathaspeck Manor, Rathaspeck
10. Abby House Bed & Breakfast, Wexford

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s
1.  Ashford Self Catering, Ashford
2.  Avon Ri lakeshore Resort &  
      Adventure Centre, Blessington
3.  Brook Lodge, Aughrim Oaks
4.  Hidden Valley Park, Rathdrum
5.  Clone House, Aughrim
6.  Powerscourt Hotel, Enniskerry
7.  Tulfarris Hotel and Golf 
      Resort, Tulfarris
8.  Druids Glen Resort, Newtown 
        Mount Kennedy

9.  Hunters Hotel, Rathnew
10. Countrywide Inns -    
       Madelines Guesthouse, Tinahely
11. Brookelodge & Wells Spa, 
        Aughrim Oaks

12. Parkview Hotel, Newtown Mt 
        Kennedy

13. Tinakilly Country House Hotel 
       & Restaurant, Rathnew
14. Glenview Hotel, Glen of The Downs

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s
1.  Trim Castle Hotel, Trim
2.  Hamlet Court Hotel, Enfield
3.  Knightsbrook Hotel & Golf
      Resort, Trim
4.  Headforth Arms Hotel, Kells  
5.  Castle Arch Hotel, Trim
6.  Tankardstown, Slane
7.  Newgrange Hotel, Navan
8.  CityNorth Hotel, Drogheda
9.  Dunboyne Castle hotel & Spa, 
        Dunboyne

10. Ardboyne Hotel, Navan

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s
1.  Athenaeum House Hotel, Christendom
2.  The Haven Hotel, Dunmore East
3.  Waterford Marina Hotel, Waterford
4.  Waterford Castle Hotel, Ballinakill
5.  Granville Hotel,  Waterford
6.  Dooleys Hotel, Waterford
7.  Viking Hotel,  Waterford
8.  Tower Hotel,   Waterford
9.  Treacys Hotel,  Waterford
10. Woodlands Hotel,  Waterford
11. The Rhu Glenn Country Club Hotel, Slievrue

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s 
in Carlow

1.  Seven Oaks Hotel 
2.  The Courthouse Hotel
3.  Woodford dolmen hotel 
4.  Talbot Hotel Carlow
5.  Green Lane House
6.  Barrow Lodge B&B
7.  Dinn Ri Hotel
8.  Red Setter Guest House
9.  Carlow Guest House B&B
10. Barrowville Town House
11. Dolmen HotelTOP Golf Clubs for Antrim 

1. Galgorm Golf Club– Ballymena, Northern Ireland
2. Royal Portrush Golf Club - Dunluce Links– Portrush, Northern Ireland
3. Junction Jack's Mini Golf– Antrim, Northern Ireland
4. Carrickfergus golf club restaurant– Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland
5. Whitehead Golf Club Restaurant– Whitehead, Northern Ireland
6. Bushfoot Golf Club– County Antrim, Northern Ireland
7. Temple Golf and Country Club– Lisburn, Northern Ireland
8. Ballycastle Golf Club– Ballycastle, Northern Ireland
9. Ballyclare Golf Club– Ballyclare, Northern Ireland
10. Carrickfergus Golf Club– Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland

TOP  Golf Clubs for Down ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.  Clandeboye Golf Club – Ava, Conlig
2.  Cloverhill Golf Club, Newry
3.  Donaghadee Golf Club,  Donaghadee
4.  Downpatrick Golf Club, Downpatrick 
5.  Holywood Golf Club, Holywood
6.  Kirkistown Castle Golf Club, Cloughey
7.  Spa Golf Club, Ballynahinch
8.  Ardminnan Golf Course, Portaferry
9.  Ashfield Golf Club, Cullyhanna
10. Banbridge Golf Club, Banbridge
11. Bangor Golf Club, Bangor
12. Bright Castle Golf Club, Downpatrick.
13. Crossgar Golf Club, Crossgar
14. Edenmore Golf and Country Club,  Magheralin
15. Royal County Down Golf Club - Championship Course, Newcastle

TOP  Golf Clubs for Dublin 
ON TRIP ADVISOR  April ‘14
1.  CityWest Hotel and Golf Resort
2.  Corballis Golf Links 
3.  Edmondstown Golf Club 
4.  Elmgreen Golf Club 
5.  Forrest Little Golf Club 
6.  Grange Castle Golf 
7.  Hermitage Golf Club 
8.  Hollywood Lakes Golf Club 
9.  Howth Golf Club 
10.  Lisheen Springs Golf Club 
11.  Lucan Golf 
12.  Luttrellstown Castle Golf and Country 
13.  Newlands Golf Club
14.  Portmarnock Golf Club 
15.  Roganstown Golf & Country 
16.  Silloge Park Golf Club
17.  Skerries Golf Club 
18.  Sutton Golf 
19.  The Island Golf Club 
20.  Royal Dublin Golf Club 

TOP  Golf Clubs for Kildare 
ON TRIP ADVISOR  April ‘14
1.  Killeen Golf Club, Kill
2.  Castlewarden Golf Club, Straffan
3.  Cill Dara Golf Club, Little Curragh
4.  Craddockstown Golf Club, Naas
5.  Dunmurry Springs Golf Club, Kildare
6.  Highfield GC Highfield Golf Club, Carbury
7.  Moyvalley Hotel & Golf Resort, 
        Balyna Estate, Moyvalley

8.  Naas Golf Club, Naas
9.  Palmer Course at The K Club, Straffan
10. Palmerstown House Golf Club, Johnstown
11. Smurfit Course at The K Club, Straffan
12. The Montgomerie Course at 
      Carton House Golf Club, Maynooth
13. The O'Meara Course at 
      Carton House Golf Club, Maynooth
14. Athy Golf Club, Athy

TOP  Golf Clubs for Louth
ON TRIP ADVISOR  April ‘14
1.  Ardee Golf Club, Ardee
2.  County Louth Golf Club, Drogheda
3.  Greenore Golf Club, Greenore
4.  Dundalk Golf Club, Dundalk
5.  Killin Park Golf Club, Dundalk
6.  Killinbeg Golf Club, Dundalk
7.  Seapoint Golf Links, Drogheda
8.  Townley Hall Golf Club, Drogheda

TOP  Golf Clubs for Wexford
ON TRIP ADVISOR  April ‘14
1.  Rosslare Golf Club, Rosslare       
2.  Bunclody Golf Club, Bunclody       
3.  Enniscorthy Golf Club, Enniscorthy      
4.  Ballymoney Golf Club, Gorey
5.  Tara Glen Golf & Country Club, Gorey
6.  St. Helen's Bay Golf Resort, Rosslare Harbour
7.  Seafield Golf and Country Club, Ballymoney
8.  Wexford Golf Club, Mulgannon
9.  Courtown Golf Club, Gorey
10. New Ross Golf Club, Tinneranny
11. Tuskar Rock Golf Club, Kilrane

TOP  Golf Clubs for Wicklow
ON TRIP ADVISOR  April ‘14
1.  Baltinglass Golf Club, Baltinglass
2.  Blainroe Golf Club, Blainroe
3.  Bray Golf Club, Greystones 
4.  Charlesland Golf Club, Greystones
5.  Delgany Golf Club, Delgany
6.  Glen Mill Golf Club, Newcastle
7.  Greystones Golf Club, Greystones
8.  Kilcoole Golf Club, Kilcoole
9.  Old Conna Golf Club, Bray
10. Powerscourt Golf Club - East 
      Course, Enniskerry
11. Powerscourt Golf Club - West   
      Course, Enniskerry
12. Rathsallagh Golf Club, Dunlavin
13. Roundwood Golf Club,  
         Newtownmountkennedy

14. Tulfarris Golf Club, Blessington
15. Wicklow Golf Club, Wicklow

TOP  Golf Clubs for Meath
ON TRIP ADVISOR  April ‘14
1.  Bellewstown Golf Club, Bellewstown
2.  Black Bush Golf Club,  Dunshaughlin
3.  Kilcock Golf Club, Kilcock
4.  Killeen Castle Golf Resort, Dunsany
5.  Knightsbrook Hotel and Golf 
      Resort, Trim
6.  Navan Golf Club, Navan
7.  Rathcore Golf and Country Club,  
        Enfield

8.  Royal Tara Golf Club – Bellinter, 
        Navan

9.  Royal Tara Golf Club – Cluide,
      Navan
10. Royal Tara Golf Club - Tara , Navan
11. Ashbourne Golf Club, Ashbourne
12. County Meath Golf Club, Trim
13. Glebe Golf Club, Trim
14. Laytown  Golf Club, Bettystown
15. Moor Park Golf Club, Navan
16. New Course at Headfort Golf
       Club, Kells
17. Old Course at Headfort Golf Club, 
        Kells

18. South Meath Golf Club, Trim

TOP  Golf Clubs for Waterford
ON TRIP ADVISOR  April ‘14
1.  Dungarvan Golf Club, Dungarvan
2.  Tramore Golf Club - Newtown Course 
3.  Tramore Golf Club - Old Course 
4.  Waterford Golf Club, Newrath
5.  West Waterford Golf and Country Club, 
Dungarvan

6.  Dunmore East Golf Club, Dunmore East
7.  Faithlegg Golf Club, Waterford
8.  Gold Coast Golf Club, Dungarvan
9.  Lismore Golf Club, Lismore
10. Waterford Castle Golf Club, Ballinakill

TOP  Golf Clubs for Armagh ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.   County Armagh golf club The Demesne, Newry Road, Armagh, 
        Co.  Armagh BT60 1EN

2.  Clover hill Golf club, Lough Road, Mullaghbawn, Co. Armagh BT35 9XP
3.  Ashfield golf club, Freeduff, Cullyhanna, Newry, Co. Armagh BT35 0JJ
4.  Tandragee golf club, Markethill Road, Tandragee, Co. Armagh BT62 2ER
5.  Edenmore Golf club, Edenmore House, 70 Drumnabreeze Road, Magheralin,
        Craigavon, Co. Armagh BT67 0RH

6.  Loughgall country park and golf club, 11 Main street Loughgall,
        Co. Armagh,Northen Ireland, BT61 8HZ

7.  Lurgan golf club, The Demesne, Lurgan, Craigavon, Co. Armagh BT67 9BN
8.  Silverwood golf centre, Tormoyra Lane, Silverwood, Lurgan, 
        Co. Armagh BT66 6NG

9.  Portadown Golf Club, 192 Gilford Road, Portadown, Co. Armagh BT63 5LF

TOP  Golf Clubs for Carlow
1.  Carlow Golf Club - Deerpark Course 
2.  Borris Golf Club, Deerpark
3.  Carlow Golf Club - Oakpark Course,Dublin Road
4.  Carrigleade Golf Course, St. Mullins, 
5.  Killerig Castle Golf & Country Club, Killerig, 
7.  Leinster Hills Golf Club, Nurney
8.  Mount Wolseley Golf & Country Club, Tullow, 

TOP ATTRACTIONS for Antrim 
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1. Causeway Coastal Route
2. Joey Dunlop Memorial Garden
3.Leslie Hill Estate
4.Giant's Causeway
5.Antrim Castle Gardens
6.Carnfunnock Country Park
7.The Dark Hedges
8.Dunluce Castle
9.Goldrush Entertainment Centre
10.Ballintoy Harbour

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Down
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.  Ulster Folk and Transportation Museum (Holywood)
2.  Royal County Down Golf Club (Newcastle)
3.  Mount Stewart House (Newtownards)
4.  Bangor Castle Walled Garden (Bangor)
5.  Silent Valley and Ben Crom Reservoirs (Newcastle)
6.  Castle Ward (Downpatrick)
7.  Eclipse Cinema Downpatrick (Downpatrick)
8.  Crawfordsburn Country Park (Bangor)
9.  Tollymore Forest Park (Newcastle)
10. Somme Heritage Centre (Newtownards)

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Kildare
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.   Irish national stud,  Tully
2.  Abbeyfield Farm, Clane 
3.  Maynooth Castle, Maynooth
4.  Burtown House & Gardens, Athy
5.  Clonfert Pet Farm, Maynooth
6.  Kildare Maze, Kildare
7.  The Steam Museum & Lodge Park Walled Garden, Straffan
8.   Newbridge Silverware Visitor Center, Newbridge
8.  Johnstown Garden Centre, Johnstown, Naas
10.  Castletown House , Celbridge
11. Kildare Town Heritage Centre & Tourist office, Kildare
12.  Mondello Park International Motor Racing Circuit, Naas
13. Athy Heritage Centre Museum, Athy
14. Lullymore Heritage and Discovery Park, Rathanan
15. Donadea Forest Park, Clane

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Louth
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.  Millmount Tower, Drogheda
2.  Dundalk Stadium, Dundalk
3.  Bru na Boinne, Meath
4.  Leprechaun and Fairy Underground Cavern, Carlingford
5.  St Peters Church, Drogheda
6.  Monasterboice Monastic Site, Louth
7.  Mellinfont abbey, Drogheda
8.  Beaulieu House and Gardens, Drogheda
9.  Carlingford Marina, Carlingford
10. Carlingford Adventure Centre, Carlingford

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Wexford
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.  JFK Memorial Park & Arboretum, New Ross
2.  Dunbrody Famine Ship, New Ross
3.  JFK Homestead, The Emigrant Trail, New Ross
4.  Leisure Max, Drinagh
5.  Wells House, Gorey
6.  Wexford Opera House, Wexford
7.  Wexford Arts Centre, Wexford 
8.  Playzone, Wexford
9.  The Twin Churches: 
      Church of the Assumption and 
      Church of the Immaculate Conception, Wexford 
10. Our lady’s Island Lake, Wexford 
11.  Shelmalier Stables, Taghmon
12. Pirates Cove, Courtown
13. Slade Castle, Wexford 
14. Ballinoulart Beach, Ballinoulart

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Wicklow
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.  National Botanic Gardens, 
       Kilmacurragh

2.  Wicklow Historical Gaol, Wicklow
3.  Parnell Museum & Avondale 
      House, Rathdrum
4.  Glendalough Visitors Centre, 
         Glendalough

5.  Avon Ri lakeshore Resort & 
      Adventure Centre, Blessington
6.  Mermaid Arts Centre, Bray
7.  Hidden Valley Park, Rathdrum
8.  The Wicklow Way, Wicklow
9.  Sally Gap, Wicklow
10. Birds Ireland Workshops & Tours, 
         Wicklow

11. Brittas Bay, Brittas
12. Biking.ie Day Tours, Ballinastoe
13. Russborough House, Blessington 
14. Polo Wicklow, Kilpoole Hill
15. Blessington Lakes, Blessington

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Meath
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.  Newgrange, Meath
2.  Battle of the Boyne, Oldbridge
3.  Trim castle, Meath
4.  Hill of Tara, Navan
5.  Bru Na Boinne Visitor Centre, Donore
6.  Loughcrew Adventure Course, Oldcastle
7.  Hill of Slane, Slane
8.  The Zone, Navan
9.  Tayto Park, Ashbourne
10. Knowth, Drogheda
11.  Slane Castle, Meath
12.  Dowth Passage Tomb, Boyne Valley

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Waterford
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.  Mount Congreve House and Gardens, Kilmeaden
2.  Waterford Crystal, Waterford
3.  Waterford Treasures Medieval Museum, Waterford
4.  Waterford Cathedral, Waterford
5.  Bishops Palace, Waterford
6.  Theatre Royal, Waterford
7.  The Viking Triangle,  Waterford
8.  Reginald's Tower, Waterford
9.  Comeragh Drive, Waterford

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Armagh 
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14

1.  St. Patrick's Cathedral (Roman Catholic)
2.  Navan Centre and Fort
3.  Armagh Public Library
4.  Armagh Astronomy Centre and Planetarium
5.  Market Place Theatre
6.  Armagh County Museum
7.  Royal Irish Fusiliers Museum
8.  Armagh Observatory
9.  Vica St. Patrick's Trianrs Hill
10. The Mall

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Carlow 
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14

1.  Huntington Castle
2.  Carlow Brewing Co.
3.  Ballymore Historic Features
4.  St Mullins Heritage Centre
5.  Ducketts Grove
6.  Altamont Gardens
7.  Delta Sensory Gardens
8.  Browneshill Dolmen
9.  County Carlow Military Museum
10. The George Bernard Shaw Theatre
11. Woodlands Falcony and bird of prey
 centre
12. Carlow County Museum

While the smallest of Northern Ireland's six counties, Armagh has 
no shortage of history, culture and scenic landscapes. 
Armagh is often known as the 'Orchard County', owing to the rich 
apple growing country centred around Loughgall in the north of 
the county. Each May the countryside here comes alive with colour 
as the pink flowers of apple trees blanket much of the deep green 
landscape; an annual Apple Blossom Festival celebrates the start 
of the season and the area's principle variety, the delicious 
Bramley apple. Armagh City is rich in heritage.  The city is a fine 
specimen of Georgian elegance and one of its best known features 
is its Mall, once the city's racecourse, lined by elegant houses and 
leafy trees. The settlement and surrounding area have much deeper roots in the past, however, as can be 
seen at theCounty Museum, which boasts a fine range of prehistoric artefacts among its numerous 
collections on the history and culture of the county.

County Carlow (Irish: Contae Cheatharlach) is  part of 
the South-East Region and is also located in the 
province of Leinster. It is named after the town of 
Carlow, which lies on the River Barrow. Carlow County 
Council is the local authority for the county. The 
population of the county is 54,612 according to the 
2011 census.  With mountains, glorious countryside 
and river valleys all close at hand, Carlow is a county 
worth discovering and exploring. Against a beautiful 
landscape visitors to Carlow will uncover a great 
holiday experience – exhilarating outdoor adventure, 
traditional rural life, vibrant shopping and a rich cultural heritage.  Home to three of Ireland’s 
key national walking routes – the South Leinster, the Barrow and the Wicklow Ways – Carlow 
is blessed with hundreds of miles of excellent and varied walking. The golfing visitor will find 
an impressive variety of golfing facilities to suit all levels while the Rivers Barrow and Slaney 
and their many tributaries provide exciting activities for the passive and active water enthusi-
ast.

County Down (named after its county town, 
Downpatrick) is one of six counties that form 
Northern Ireland, The county was archaically 
called Downshire. It borders County Antrim to 
the north, the Irish Sea to the east and south, 
County Armagh to the west, and County Louth 
to the southwest. In the east of the county is 
Strangford Lough and the Ards Peninsula. The 
largest town is Bangor, on the northeast coast. 
Three other large towns and cities are on its 
border: Newry lies on the western border with 
County Armagh, while Lisburn and Belfast lie on 
the northern border with County Antrim. Down contains both the southernmost point of 
Northern Ireland (Cranfield Point) and the easternmost point of Ireland (Burr Point).

County Dublin (Irish: Contae Bhaile Átha Cliath or Contae Átha 
Cliath) is in the province of Leinster. It is named after the city of 
Dublin, which is the capital of Ireland. County Dublin was one of 
the first parts of Ireland to be shired by King John of England 
following the Norman invasion of Ireland. The area of the county 
no longer has a single local authority; local government is now 
split between three authorities. The population of the county at 
large, which includes Dublin city, was 1,270,603 according to the 
census of 2011.  More than a quarter of the Republic of Ireland's 
population of almost four million lives within the Greater Dublin 
area. Intensely proud of their city, Dubliners seem to possess an 
innate sense of its heritage and powerful literary culture.  Locals 
are noted for their often caustic, but engaging, brand of humour, as shown in the numerous and 
sometimes bawdy nicknames given to many of the city's landmarks (the Millennium Spire, for instance, has 
all manner of sobriquets including "the eyeful tower" and "the stiffy by the Liffey"), but there is also a 
warmth in their welcome – it's easy to find yourself drawn into conversation or debates in bars and cafés 
(or, if you smoke, outside them). Dubliners are also increasingly style-conscious; where once the city 
looked inwards for inspiration, today it glances both east and west, to Europe and America, catching new 
trends and bringing a decidedly Irish slant to bear upon them.

County Kildare (Irish: Contae Chill Dara) is  part of the 
midlands and is also located in the province of 
Leinster. It is named after the town of Kildare.  Kildare 
County Council is the local authority for the county. 
The population of the county is 210,312 according to 
the 2011 census. Kildare was shired in 1297 and 
assumed its present borders in 1832, following amend-
ments to remove a number of enclaves and exclaves.  
The county was the home of the powerful Fitzgerald 
family. Parts of the county were also part of the Pale 
area around Dublin.

County Louth is part of the Border Region and 
is also located in the province of Leinster.  The 
official spelling in Irish, Lú, is derived from 
Lughbhaidh - the Celtic pagan god Lugh, whose 
festival is celebrated at Lughnasadh  (Lúnasa).  
This is a county steeped in myth, legend and 
history, going back to the pre-historic days of 
the Táin Bó Cúailnge (Cooley Cattle Raid).  Later 
it saw the influence of the Vikings as seen in the 
name of Carlingford Lough.  They also 
established a longphort at Annagassan in the 
ninth century.  At this time Louth consisted of 
three sub-kingdoms each subject to separate over-kingdoms: Conaille (Ulaidh); Fir Rois 
(Airgialla); and, the Fir Arda Ciannachta (Midhe). The whole area became part of the 
O'Carroll Kingdom of Airgialla (Oriel) early in the twelfth century.

County Wexford is part of the South-East 
Region and is also located in the province of 
Leinster. It is named after the town of Wexford. 
In pre-Norman times it was part of the Kingdom 
of Uí Cheinnselaig, whose capital was at Ferns. 
The county is rich in evidence of early human 
habitation. Portal tombs (sometimes called 
dolmens) exist at Ballybrittas (on Bree Hill) and 
at Newbawn — and date from the Neolithic 
period or earlier. Remains from the Bronze Age 
period are far more widespread. Early Irish 
tribes formed the Kingdom of Uí Cheinnsealaig, 
an area that was slightly larger than the current County Wexford. The county was one of 
the earliest areas of Ireland to be Christianised, in the early 5th century. Later, from 819 
onwards, the Vikings plundered many Christian sites in the county. Wexford town 
became a Viking settlement near the end of the 9th century.

County Wicklow is part of the Mid-East Region and is also located in 
the province of Leinster. It is named after the town of Wicklow, 
which derives from the Old Norse name Víkingalág or Wykynlo.  
Wicklow is colloquially known as the Garden of Ireland.  It is the 
17th largest of Ireland's 32 counties by area, being thirty-three 
miles in length by twenty miles in breadth, and 15th largest by 
population. It is the fourth largest of Leinster's 12 counties by size 
and the fifth largest in terms of population. Between 2006 and 2011 
the population of the county grew between 5–10%.  The boundaries 
of the county were extended in 1957 by the Local Government Act 
which "detached lands from the County of Dublin and from the 
jurisdiction and powers of the Council of the County of Dublin" 
near Bray and added them to the County of Wicklow. The adjoining counties are Wexford to the south, 
Carlow to the south-west, Kildare to the west and Dublin to the north.

County Meath is part of the Mid-East Region and is also located in 
the province of Leinster. It is named after the ancient Kingdom of 
Meath (Irish: Mide meaning "middle"). Meath County Council is 
the local authority for the county.  The population of the county is 
184,135 according to the 2011 census. The county is colloquially 
known by the nickname "The Royal County" due to its history as 
the seat of the High King of Ireland.  It formed from the eastern 
part of the former Kingdom of Mide  but now forms part of the 
province of Leinster.  Historically, the kingdom and its successor 
territory the Lordship of Meath, included all of counties Meath,  
Fingal and Westmeath as well as parts of counties Cavan, 
Longford, Louth, Offaly and Kildare. The seat of the High King of 
Ireland was at Tara. The archaeological complex of Brú na Bóinne is 5,000 years old and includes the burial 
sites of Newgrange, Knowth and Dowth, in the north-east of the county. 

County Waterford is part of the South-East Region 
and is also located in the province of Munster. It is 
named after the city of Waterford which is derived 
from the Old Norse name Veðrafj�rðr or Vedrarfjord. 
There is an Irish-speaking area in the south of the 
county.  County Waterford is colloquially known as 
"The Déise", pronounced "day-sha" (An Déise).   
Sometime between the 4th and 8th centuries, a tribe 
of native Gaelic people called the Déisi were driven 
from southern county Meath/North Kildare, conquer-
ing and settling here. The ancient principality of the 
Déise is today roughly coterminous with the current 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Waterford and Lismore.  The westernmost of the baronies are 
"Decies within Drum" and "Decies without Drum", separated by the Drum-Fineen hills.  There 
are many megalithic tombs and ogham stones in the county.

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s in Armagh
1.   Armagh City Hotel
2.  Hillview Lodge 
3.  Dundrum House
4.  Fairylands Country House
5.  De Averell House
6.  Charlemont Arms hotel
7.  Battleford Bed & Breakfast
8.  The Meadows – Armagh
9.  Mount Norris house
10. Ni Eoghain Lodge

Dublin Castle

The Mall

Franciscan Friary  c1263 Armagh

Bangor Marina

TOP  ATTRACTIONS for Dublin
ON TRIP ADVISOR April ‘14
1.  Dalkey Castle
2.  St Enda’s Park and The Pearse Museum
3.  The Gaiety
4.  Glasnevin Cemetry museum
5.  Croke Park Stadium Tour & GAA museum
6.  Kilmainham Gaol
7.  National Bonatic Gardens
8.  Awesome Walls Climbing Centres
9.  The Transport Museum
10. Jameson Visitor Centres Ireland 
       / Watercourse Distillery Ltd.
11. Malahide Castle
12. Seamus Ennis Centre
13. Shackleton Exhibition
14. Skerries Mills
15. St. Patricks Cathedral
16. The Donegal Shop
17. Secret Castle of Magic
18. The Little Museum of Ireland
19. Phoneix Park
20. Gibneys of Malahide
21. St Stephens Green
22.  Dublin Zoo

TOP  HOTELS & B&B’s
1.  The Westbury Hotel 
2.  White Sands Hotel
3.  The Merrion Hotel
4.  The Croke Park Hotel
5.  Ariel House
6.  Aberdeen Lodge
7.  Four Seasons Hotel  
8.  Radisson Blu Royal Hotel 
9.  The Marker Hotel
10.  The Gibson Hotel
11.  Roxford Lodge Hotel

 

Kildare Tourist Office 
Heritage Centre Market Square 
Kildare, Co. Kildare 
045 521 240

Carlow Tourist Office
Tullow Street Carlow, Co. Carlow 
059 917 0776

Drogheda Tourist Office 
Mayorality Street Drogheda, Co. Louth 
041 983 7070

Trim Tourist Office 
Town Hall Castle Street Trim, Co. Meath 
046 94 37227

Waterford Tourist Office 
The Granary The Quay Waterford 
Town, Co. Waterford 
051 875 823

Wexford Tourist Office 
Crescent Quay Wexford, Co. Wexford 
053 912 3111

Irish National Stud

Reginalds Tower

Main Street, Wexfordwexford strawberries Brittas Bay

Millmount Tower

Millmount Tower

Antrim Tourist Office 
The Old Courthouse Market 
Square Antrim, Co. Antrim 
028 94428331

Armagh Tourist Office 
Old Bank Building 40 English 
Street Armagh, Co. Armagh 
028 37521800

Downpatrick Tourist Office
St. Patrick's Centre 53A Market 
Street Downpatrick, Co. Down
028 4461 2233

Dublin Tourist Office 
14 Upper O Connell Street Dublin 
City Centre, Co. Dublin 
1800 668 668

Wicklow Tourist Office 
Rialto House Fitzwilliam Square 
Wicklow Town, Co. Wicklow 
040 469 117

Ducketts Grove Castle

St Patricks Catheral Armagh

Navan Centre and Fort

Armagh Astronomy Centre

Carlow Cathedral

Parnell Museum & Avondale House Glendalough

Dunluce Castle

    Giants Causeway
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